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THE OUTLINES OF THE NATIONAL DELTA PROGRAMME 2024

The Deltaprogramme

Wet is getting wetter, dry is getting drier, hot is getting hotter, extreme is  
getting extremer. The low-lying Netherlands is vulnerable to climate change. 
In the Delta Programme, we are working on a safe and liveable delta:
• proper protection against flooding
• adequate supplies of fresh water
• climate-resilient spatial planning

What is the current status of the Delta Programme? Are the goals achievable? 
What do we need to focus on?

The Delta Commissioner reports on progress annually. The latest progress report 
is the 2024 Delta Programme. Click here for the detailed report.

The outline visuals below provide a brief overview of progress and the focus areas, 
primarily for administrators in The Hague and in the regions. As a basis for a 
healthy discussion.

The National Delta Programme brings together the national government, 
provincial and municipal authorities, and water authorities. Knowledge institutes 
and stakeholder organisations are also actively involved.

“  An urgent appeal to all 
parties in the spatial 
domain: look at the  
long-term consequences 
of today's choices."
Delta Commissioner Peter Glas

Cover photo: Land use follows the water system on 't Medler estate (Gelderland), 
January 2023

https://english.deltaprogramma.nl/documents/publications/2023/09/19/delta-programma-2024-english/
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This publication provides a concise visualisation  
of the outlines of the 2024 Delta Programme.  
The full 2024 Delta Programme can be found at  
www.deltaprogramma.nl.

https://english.deltaprogramma.nl/documents/publications/2023/09/19/delta-programma-2024-english/
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 CORE MESSAGE 

Speeding up work on a safe and liveable delta and setting limits
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Delta Commissioner’s recommendations
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 MORE ROUTES TO A CLIMATE-RESILIENT FUTURE 

The Delta Programme must speed up. That requires broader commitment
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 AGENDAS > FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT 

By 2050, everyone in the Netherlands will have the base level of protection
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 AGENDAS > FRESH WATER 

The Netherlands will be resilient to water shortages by 2050
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 AGENDAS > SPATIAL ADAPTATION 

The Netherlands will be climate-resilient and water-robust by 2050
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 IMPLEMENTATION IN THE AREAS 

Regional emphases

Each area has a tailored approach for 
the agendas of the Delta Programme. 
The main areas of concern for each 
area are shown here.

The objectives for flood risk 
management would appear to be 
feasible everywhere; integration with 
other agendas requires attention. 
Freshwater availability is already under 
pressure in several areas due to both 
climate change and rising demand.
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 IMPLEMENTATION IN THE AREAS 

Water and Soil as Leading Factors

The policy letter for Water and Soil  
as Leading Factors provides direction 
for spatial developments and future- 
resilient measures for flood risk 
management and fresh water in all 
areas. Putting that direction into 
practice is still often problematic. 
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 DELTA FUND 

In the Delta Programme, we are working on a safe and liveable delta

The national government finances the measures in 
the Delta Programme from the Delta Fund. Other 
partners also contribute. Until 2050, the Delta Fund 
is expected to have € 27.4 billion available for the 
Delta Programme, while € 30.8 billion is needed.
 
The agendas for a water-robust and climate-resilient 
country are expanding and the costs are following. 
The Delta Commissioner is concerned about the 
rising budgetary tension, not least because it puts 
further pressure on operational capacity. If the 
budgetary pressure continues to increase in the 
years ahead and/or operational capacity in the 
market continues to be an obstacle, potentially 
drastic decisions may be needed with a negative 
impact on the effectiveness of the Delta Programme.
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NATIONAL 
DELTA PROGRAMME 

GIVING IT 
OUR ALL
FOR A SAFE 
AND 
LIVEABLE 
DELTA

The Netherlands is a low-lying country with an abundance of 

water. The national Delta Programme is in place to protect the 

Netherlands from flooding, to safeguard adequate supplies  

of fresh water, and to help render the Netherlands climate- 

resilient and water-robust. More information about the work 

on our delta can be found on the website of the national Delta 

Programme. The Programme involves concerted eff orts by the 

central government, the provincial and municipal authorities, 

and the water authorities, with active participation from 

research institutes, stakeholder organisations, residents,  

and businesses.

The national Delta Programme involves concerted efforts by 

the central government, the provinces, municipalities, and 

regional waterauthorities, with active participation from 

research institutes, NGOs, residents, and businesses.

WWW.DELTAPROGRAMMA.NL

This is a publication from: 

Delta Commissioner

Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality

Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations
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https://english.deltaprogramma.nl/
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